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PREFACE 



WlTTt thi* daird part of Tkt Cohltn FUmgk wc take n-p the 
question, Why hnd the King ol ;Lie Wood nt N=mi regu- 
larly s« [jerisb by she hand erf bit suocc&ior ? In the first 
part of the w-ork E gave sonar reason? for thinking th.it the. 
prl-C-i 1 : ■of Duma, wTuj Ijoce the: tii-lt of King; of the Wood 
beside the still lake aracw^ thr Aibnn Hills, personated tls£ 
great god jtipi(er bi lUn duplicate Dianas, the deity of the 
oak, the thunder, and the sky. On this the*ry N accord litgly T 
we are at once cfjn{rtn:rfld with ihfc wider and deeper qi;cs- 
tkm, Why put a man-god or human representative of deity 
to a violent death.? Why extinguish ll« dfvfne Eight in its 
earthly vessel instead of husbanding it to Its natural close? 
My general answer <fi Uiat Ciue^t iom is contained in the 
pKKttl vftSitme, 3f 1 am. right, tire- motive far tliyistg a 
man-gofl is n fear lest with th* infee-bfernera! of his body 
3n nitltnii** or old age h is Hatred spirit should suffer a 
corresponding decay, which might imperil rise ^crseral coarse 
qf Tinl-jm; and with it lise CJlbltntC of EltH worshippers, wh* 
bc-ljeve (lie cosmic energies to be myiknausiy knit up with 
thysc of tlieir oujoil:: [Esvlsiity. Hence, if there is any 
mcasiim of truth in this theotry, the practice of putting divEsre 
□on and p*rHcularJy divine kings to death, which seems to 
SUive befin common at a particular stag* in tit* evolution 
of society ami religion, was a crude bur pathetic attempt to 
dlsnoga(pi ad immortal spirit from its mortsl envelope, to 
arrest the forces, of decomposition in nature by Rtrencbiisg 
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with ruthless hand the find cwninoua symptoms of deejy. 
We may ithiSe if tfi p Eesse at the vanity of these and the 
like efforts to stay the ii>ewElibl* decline, to bring the 
rtdnntlca* rciralutkirt of the great wheel to a stand, to keep 
you til's flectlLij; rosea for ever frtih and fair j bntL perhaps 
Sri spitE nf E-mry tl [sill a si on inert l, when ws coerfempSate the 
seemingly endless vistas of knowledge wSiEch imvc been 
npeimed up even within our own generation, many of us may 
cherish in ossr heart df heirti a. fancy, tf not a tope, that 
Hfittic Jogphoie of escape may aTter al. be diSWvsred from 
the iron wills of the pdsQil-hosise which threaten ts dost on 
and crush us ; that, groping about in the darkness, mankind 
may yet chimes 16 hy hands oti “tint golden key that ope* 
the palace of eternity,* and so to pass from this world of 
shadows and sorrow to a world- of uft( roubl&J light and j6y, 
tf this is a Linen™., it is surciv a happy and L-.r.occ one, 
and to those who would wake Hi front it we may nurrmUr 
with MTchaeL Angela 

” Psrii n-i’.n utr tfntar, ..'Vi J jtarla iajjuj. 1 * 



C*»nLbci, 
u fj June I pi i H 



j, G, FRAZER. 
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CHAPTER 1 

TKF. HOHTAUTV OF TPF OOD 5 
A"t" an early stage of hu i-nlellcctun.! dr:vdc5[Mncnl man 

deems Illi iise! f 'iJLUirallj' iTii il KhrLil, and iir.n 'i ncK lliat li'iirt 
ft ndt. 6dr lilt balefu' aflS o: stirninin, irhn cirt the vital 
thread. prematurely .dinA-t, he v.-tm: Iri I Fit fi>r ever. "I'Iijc 
fllasimi, atj JLattering to hum am wishes anr| hnpeA is h- 1 i 1 1 
CUItetlt among many savage l-i ! i:-?; nt i he present day,' and 
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il may Lw kuij]i:i!«ilL tea have prevailed universally in Llml 
Age of &Ja,git which appear* IQ have everywhere preceded 
Llie Age of Region. flbt In time the sad truth of human 
mortality wai borne in up 01 * ffur primitive philosopher with 
a force of demonstration which no prejudice could resist and 
no sophistry disstmfcJct Among the manifold induEitceH 
which oori biaed bj wring from him a reluctant assent to the 
necessity cf death must bo numbered the p-rtiwsjij influence 
of religion, which fay ok posing the vanity cf magic and of 
all the extravagant pretensioras built on it gradually lowered 
nvui'* [>r(i(n£ and dchsnt attitude towards nature,, and taught 
him to believe that there are mysteries m the universe which 
Uss Icali'.L’ intelEtti earn never fathom, and forces which Ida 
puny hands can never control. Thvs mere and more he 
learned in- traw to ihc inevitable aod to console himself for 
the brevity and the sonwi of life on earth by the hope 
nf a blissful eternity hereafter. Hut if iw reluctantly aclkiiow-. 
IrdgCfE i he e^isMice of beings at, once superhuman and 
JtUpernWtUrti I , lie v.-.l-. as yet fat from suspecting the width 
and the depth of the £ulf which divided him from titan. 
The gods with Whom Itit imagination now peopled she 
darkness of thu unknown wore indeed admitted fay hint 
tv ^ his superiors in knowledge and in power, in Site 
joyous splendour cf their life and in the length: of its dura- 
tion, But, though he knew it not, these glorious and awful 
beings were merely* bale the spectre of the Brocken, the 



(jv-'jirr of Ur/iisi Hintr 6't/rntii [tn- 
iiridiiL. lyl p), f. iJ-J; K- VulLff. 
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•Safa™-- IitiftH (Ufisd.ii - IIIeh-wUe, 
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re-Roetibns of his own diminutive personality cxaggcfatitd 
into g igan tic proportions by distance and by the mists and 
cloud* upon which they were cast Man. tn fact croatcd 
in his owfi likeness and being hsrasdf mortai tie 
nEtuntlly supposed his creatures to be in the same salI 
predicament- Thus the Greenlanders believed that a wind 
radld hil! their most: powerful god, and that he would 
certainty die if he toadied a dog. When they heard 
of the Christian God, they kep* asking if he never died, 
and being Sn formed that he did not, they were much 
surprisedr aiiii said that he must be a very great tjiwJ 
indeed- 1 E n answer to Lbe of Colonel Dodg*, a 

North American iEidiiii sLAtcd Llml list world TVBJ jriade by 

the CireJlt Spirit- BerriJCr usked which Great Spirit he rr.enni h 
She good one *f the bad OiJC, "Oh, neither ef linn h, ji replied 
hr- ‘“tl^T Great Spirit that n;L<k the world it dead lemjr ag^i, 

He rri!i'd Tvt>t pOSSihly hiVe liveri an Jong as this," 8 A tribe 
in the Philippine Idhndu told th: - Spanish wn^iieTors thoi 
Ehe grave 0!" the Creator vris tfpon the top 0 / Mount 
Cab.tmiart. 1 Keitsi-eibib, n god -Or divine hero of the 
If otteacotit dc*d several times and (ante to life •igain. His 
graves mu generally id iw met with in narrow defiles between 
jUuuiitiirKi, When the HwtaTi tots pass one of ihem r they 
Chrow a stpne on it for good luck, sometimes niyttcrsrg "Give 
us pSeoty *f ottte-"' 1 The grave of Zetrs, the great god of Mnrum? 
Greens, tvaa shewn (o visitors m Crete as late as about the ^' rM ' 
beginning of our era.* TfM body of Dionysus was fc-ured at* 
Delphi heside thy golden statue of Apollo, sthJ his tomb bene 
th? inscription,. 11 Herr ires Dionysus dead, the son or Seinrie/ 1 ® 

1 K, JdGlmn, CtxAiiilr ir i’t- Afrti* iLotirlcm, I fell, pp. JJ Jif. 1 
Ao-'"" :l-:f= iFIrr;, I. Th«ApllilU Ilclk-j, T«tai- fCnm, fjic 

1 ®- i- S«Jgr, 0»r {Vila fnu'ia-x r, fopf-juif Ii'f-rjr S f J-Tf A'ioi • Kbft 

P- ! ri CLoadan, JiiSl. pp. ^di, iq. 
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ur.c d;r: rrtJjJiSicy AnschmvifiSi* rcr LKodnrai Siecju^ilLfiT; LikIhi, t'Ailo- 
SliiliiVfi did Fhdll(iplnin- Ardnpcli," ii, j j Jinu-re^j *J ; 

M&htjtunpwt <L ll'im*' gregh Cr±J. r - ul, Nifrp,\M} y eg i rc,rpfcj,ry, Fiti 
™S(Ji 1 *i P' Jf*- S7 j Owrn, j£Js irnftrrW 

3t Itnm It AlfKAbdAr, iii. 53 - IV,irip-:nhis Mrli,. 

Il^i^aaajr f 2 u InUricr ^ U- J. II± ■; lliniiciui Felix, 

H S7 ‘ F , L f6j5: X kidMeiMlsin, sti L-icIxmini. Di-sm. ituiil. Ln. 

a'™ AJms Llii, ■ KIuIulTi, Au a Qthi.\ ]51 
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According to one account, Apollo himselF was buried at 
Delphi i for Tytha-joras [s said to have carved an inscription 
On his Comb, setting forth bow the god had been killed by the 
python and buried under the Eripod. J The aecient god Cronos 
was buried In Sicily, 1 and the graves of 1-iersmns, Aphntdite, 
and .Ares were shewn- in Hcrmcipn-lss, Cyprus, and Thrace. 1 

The great gods of Egypt Ehemschres were not exempt 
from ths common JoL They too grew old and died. For 
like men they were composed af body on-J soul, and like 
men were subject to ail the passioss and snfmftitjijs of the 
flesh. Tbclr bodies, it is true, were fashioned of more ethereal 
enowSd, and lasted longer than uiira. buL duty could not hold 
out for ever against the sle^e of time, Age converted their 
hones into silver, Ibcir fiesh Into gold, and their p^tEte lochs 
into lapisofaeulf. When their time time, they passed nway 
from the cheerful world of the Eiving to migr: a* dead gods 
owr dead man in the melancholy wn-rid beyond the grave. 
Even their souls, like those or mankind, could only end u re 
after death so long as (heir bodies held together i and hcr.ce 
it was as needful Co preserve the Corpses of the gods as the 
corpses of common fblk r lest V*lth the dlvm* body the divine 
spirit should aSao come to an untimely end. Al first their 
remains were laid to rest under the desert sands of the 
mountains, that the dryncst of the **i; tund the purity of the 
air might protect therm from pU ttefacHon ant! decay, Hence 
one of the oldest tLtiea of the Egyptian gods Is H they who 
arc un dcr the sands, " flui when at a later lime tire discovery 
of the art of embatmii^ gave « now leaw of life So the souls 
of the deed by pre^Tving their bodies for an indefinite tEme 
from -oucrapLion, tins deities were permitted to share Lite 
benefit of an invention which held out to gods as welE as to 
rsicn a reasoisablc hope of immortality. Every pio-vLiec then 
hid the tomb and mummy of its dead god. The fniuihmy 
of Osiris wu to he seen at Meades " r TLinis boasted of the. 

L p. <^4 | 'J'mlinr. Qraffp C^t<4i, Jl. 24 | I'uirthfia fow.-.i, 

5, «it. Chic : J. Tjeue,, m, j, cut 

LftifiA >li.h , jafl. lii^rijiafr Qi. P-oter * Pte-j}»_vjf, Vil. Pytk ag. ri. 

■un, ' -n™ . r : ii .'. -jriH difr SViCl-zufiiL-r rhSlij^tanaB, ^>, tS^j Hj C, 

Ah iJifiE; its.' - it ,| i.Sbj-1 PmfVM/lia iiiteriirrUla i;r±ictnn i, 

PP- 77-9T. 7>tf (pntve of IKoeyias li p, t .14 
i- -lw “ti S' 1, bl"** 'j*=il *.1 Tkiici 7 r:h. l.fiffirri:,. 
tCicn:,n ItCimiJTijB, Rtogjutmuii birr, iSiji, pp. jy* 
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mummy of Anhouii ; and Heliopolis rejoiced Lti the posses- 
sion of tiiEi of Toumou. 1 Bus while thek Ibodics lay swathed 
and bandaged here on earth in the tomb,, their souls, if "tve 
may trust the iL^-ptisn priests, shoac as bright stars in the 
fitmament- The seui of Isis sparkled in Straus, the soui of 
Horns in Orson, and the soul of Typhon in the Great Bear.' 1 
But the death of TIlc £od did not involve the CMlLncttoii of 
his sacred stpefc j for he commonly had by has wife a son and 
h«Lr, who oo the demise of has divans: parent iueeeetfcd lo Use 
lu l| rank, power, and honours of i lie god iieaii 1 The hiyis y;gtia 
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t(igffnrp*.Tt □( wlfp nf il^ 

iK.»f |^>d WJ.H LkUF.I'v n 

^1 . iiLl: ft irapontriw; up lie 
radi=r hard, her uc. by ih* chut pnd 
■neulj' as ImiKTrlnnt u h-s OiSini. 
SftauM h wu pivjr^Eil LIjli bn wnulj 
hj. bu [tj.k iad ihivr.: when 
Slireldtj cad bed poHnl twip. Thn 
TOO^epSSn. pf the tri*4 pt liindly is, ia 



Ebf u:, p:nl»b1]F u eU is lie Klicf in, 
f, .is it: il -ir-ii::-! ty be 'IkacsJ uit 
LDlJifipi^Mi^Ilk whlilli '**+£ 

dntrtm :■ Hv <-.LrjrtH Um« 

Ltxm" tE, A. WJHi Bid^, 7*4 G*b 

4 } tit Egj&Gir/, Londab. 1 3:.<4 , i, 

1IJ iy,). If the Cbrsien doctrimc 

r_J lie Tr.cilv Lfol-Il diapc 

Ecyptian kkHukick, ilie h^tiicn 

.i,i.!|F J.F, i.lifj [n tl.J ICotp Slj'Li il 

mjj hnvi h-La (bo nf live il'.iaiip 
rjv;!j=i. Ill Lh± . |J0: i y.llirtl LiVj/r, A- 

f« /»■*«.:, Mr- V- (;• Cvryl>t*r+ 

win hind nnough to pv4ni nut to 
CJhriri hfFike aT Lb* Hi’ilj 1 Chntl *) lit* 
mother. T7e- puiigr ii quoted by 

Oi.iu.cu f cv r.'j,; 1 . r'n /iuh. j P /i VO I . Jv, 

-■ri. IJ.J, sc, Miirn:^ bp'I ninn tn 
fnlhiaK : " icy aaner L _ it iialy Spirit 

Ionic Dtr a njri:»cn : apr> hy ana ai" nr.v 
huirs bLaI turied cut. iwiy la tht glut 
Mnuffl TiWt." Ctbnpiw Orfsni, A 
/Ah xy. ^ r«L ELi, cdL 
4^JpOl. Ifl lht=rij;fi rf Tr^jati 

n renin /tlrnimiiis; frirni Apirc^, rn 
Syi in. npycnELO l! n:*iun with a tcfJudic 
i»i wbich, ihe BdriJhnjt was dcirribcd 
r.5 ,1 SL9.lvrj.rL f::: .Llr li'liV: ! U i j- - i i jl 
rr-Ici hr^b braj/ii in pr^pn^i 1 " 1 ' S*1 

I ilpflulj-rul, tiijtit. aStliilHH ilLT.F,-. 1 1,111, 

In. I 3 F 1 4 ft± . «l- t hr-.rin :i|ii1 bClBdi- 

d<win. Thrf OpSiLtt jipneitriLKl th< 
llnly Spirit nb “tbs irst wurnwH" 

II moriiEt of dIJ IDvinj,"' udio ttls be- 

i ■ : ■ L . I tw iB |]i: Srat ~6 Ln 1 nna likairiic 

hj “ Lbe sscund uoz," end wtu cmn- 

KivadlOf D|i* ui t>Mti ft ilirW '-Oie 

lijHi, uibl h ihej.’«1l Chifci. 111 H 
Uiduat, iSo/ WtlAmtki^ri, pp, [[ft 
*J-, q'rttirig lieraEus, L ££. A to a 
Vmi.lf tncsliET rS ll.c Triailj, ir / 
lumligr bf., Z) , u?'4tr>. tin Vittuth rnji'.ti- 
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of Babylon also, though they append so iheit worshipper* 
only in dreams and visions, were conoetYed to be humsn in 
thoir bodily stupe, human in tfcnr pjwslg-n:;, and human in 
fliefr fate ; for like men they were bom into th* world, and 
like men they love! and fought :md iJii-d - 1 

One of the most famous Stories of Ehc death of a god fs 
told hy Plutarch. It runs thus, fr- Ltw raigri or (ho umpenor 
Tibcriirs a certain ichoolmaiter named iiplthetfses was Silling 
frtn'j tireesc to Lta.y, Tbe ship In wkiehi lie had taken l>iS 
passage was a merohantman and there were naany Other 
passengers on board. At evening, when they wen; off (he 
EeMnadLaa E (lands, ir-r wind died away, and thv vessel drifted 
close in to the bland of fawos- Most of ihe passcsigera wecc 
awake and many ‘were still drinking wine after dinner, when 
audeknEy a voice hailed the ship from (he island, calling upon 
TJiiieui. The ctw^v and passengers were taken by surprise, 
for though there was an Egyptian pilot named Tharnu* nti 
board, few knew him even by rune. Twice tlie cry was 
repealed, hut "JT-areuj kept SLicnce. However, at the third 
Call hns answered, and thu voice from the shore, now louder 
than ev^r, stlil. "When you are come to Pi lodes, announce 
tfut tini Great Pun 3 a Jead.. n Astonishment fell upon ail, anti 
t!Ky consisted whether it would be better to do the bidding 
(if the voice or not. At Last Thames resolved- that, :f tho 
wind he-ld, lie would pa*a the place in silence, but if it dno'n'Hjrt 
when they weit pfr PaJodes he would give the message, Well, 
when tltcy wtrt come to Falodes, there was a great calm i ,wo 
Tlltiflttt standing i rt she (iter n and loatin^ towards the land 
crital out, a-fi hv had b?en hidden, ,H The Great Pan ie dead." 
The: words had hardly iikmOlE lus Ups when a loud squpkI 
of lamentation broke tittir airs, aj 3f a multitude were 



.l-kIj: : .4 n- Ztiiffj'iirE {Bonn. irjj^J, 
np, < i m, f 

AiuV Huifitt, dt I. raS, 

i ■..(!. Jf't, iwi k tEjlwlwifti.. riiij. 
Mr. Cony4i*]fo (i-lli me lime Pinto 
JuJuiH, Wbu IN*>] lii l 5 l( fir-; | hilt frf 
l-'c HriL chr.liry ct ri.:r p-, rccis(nrH.ly 
itiiHid God u A tria-ly ui L uLly, ■: I ' :i 

L'httr in Trin:“y, «nd ! u: “he ipcrn* 
fcVrara; Jils A.:.-.^.ii:!i i.-.r, - Je ■ Iecc!)- 
inlluBurjud fbi ca-ine elT C!trifniz.n 
tt ivkI'L r -~ rtf ruLize cl lie 



dewy. Th'js it wm ncr im(i'iss4|ik- 

sbnh Uib uirJcrJL t^vOtlAO UaCIeIm (A 

;b: -riivia: Trinily im.y hnvr h^jn Jn- 
W-a-J rtii^j isle (!li:!;:inri:y. 

On Lhecchit hmttf ittw In*" ng^iiid 
ll« ilbfCIli^tta Tjirrliy L of 

Ionian cr^in, H. Lf, —.hn-iii, in 

FI iicJihldcr'i £>ir JVfAWnr-lryir.il ,ml 

iiiij A?ie pp, 41 S Jy, h 

+iO. 

I ]_. W, ECinfj, Jfiibyb'i I'crr j r --.r_n: -T 

1 ,■'.'■■/ ilcr.fon, £ - : J ‘y ! , y. E. 
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Miu4irflJji£. This -trange story, vouched for by many on 
board. soon cot wind as Home, and Tharnus was sent for and 
qoe&Hfofied by the epipefoe Tiberius htmKrJf, who caused 
enquiries to be made abcut the dead god. 1 In modern 
litiies, also, the an mine La t ion of the death of the Great 
Fan >i;u been much discussed and various explanations 
ef [f have heea suggested. On the whole the simplest 
and moit natural would seem to b; that the deity 
whose sad end was thus mysteriously proclaimed and 
lamented was; the Syrian god Taianiuj! or Adonis, whose 
death is known to have been annually bewailed by his 
followers bolls Lli Greece and in hia native Syria. At 
Athena the solemnity fell at midsummer, aed there Is no 
■■atpeobabllity lo tire view that irt a Greek UlAiid a band of 
wortStippera of Tam rout should have hcen ctleIiT-atin[r the 
death of Lliar L’ Otl Wjth ' Lire CUstOm^ry pterSiondta Jernur:’- 
sEj-atLOisi of sOrrOW at die very tirnO when a s5::[! lay 
bei-alfRed off the sltore, and that in the *til Lne** of the: 
summer night the voices of lanienfotioh should have iifxits 
wafted with startling distinctness across llhe- water and 
sbouid have made or* the minds of the listening 
a deep and lasting IsfcL|CTessitM5(. T However that rrtiiy ho, 

r Ptnacrd*. &f i i.vr.'n Tf it, eatf ®f Mimics in Eeypt, '*^0111 Crick 

■t?. vriLr:: cinslar.ciy miKDok for a peat- 

1 This - -v ■- 1 1 L; 1 . _ 1 i. rfo : 'll. rv I ■ |j-:i ojuS h.:‘ii! ificil inlli E'bil. Ali-piu^ 

linn tdfflv inujLrS'.fl hy F. ixt.i wbs ilwirs reutrefl as ir. (Kama. 

ViJ i>:vr v-i; HV t more f_ ly 2nd wiiJi tijin. tf rhr god, and u.hea Ir rSlcd th=rr 

"■■rrttLv ^hLu baa i.l t-Tini] Up 9 . a pw .1 mourning- i£iru*gliuut all 

HriilBch. Srr T. I.i:trtdl[, Jin Lin hail of STrinL-j,. fij:nr iLabt 

Gurwfu J v L +fr 'ftMur, {tou Jmptrimri, nyt-th h, iV | hg f=;rrfrj ifilmel k>H? lnrn 

tlJdainvi, L Kje j. ijJrji S, hi chi! ruins ui il.u dt>. S tt 

Otitit, "yYArr ei tthfr'vxt, j|, i hi !■■>.' I'j-k i- >-6-, wi:k A. Wide- 

TCOtfJ, -pjL r jjiy. A- l* iho wunhip m-nri'i cinvnentzzj W. It Rosth«o 

r ' I T a ir . Tl LT r AdGMS h -j; -I mill 11 . : Lic^cndi: ',■-■■ 1 1 — ■: i:n grukLin. 

R! my ,Jalrijj(, ^JVrr, Ori'ir, i'li-,, ' Ji^t>S<htr far 

f^ecud kiliitaa fLtrodea, t^J. En ifiisia&i P/utoi^pi, kihvisi, ( lS^2) [i|a 

I'.ilirrh'V rwrtiiDfT r™jtninn iiri.i 1>T RoMTirr ?ll(iV»C. ihm 

tel hw Utwn llltevch tilt UlLye fdiur I'-.J Uni. v^*n K K y|Hi*|i Ouftr, (£», 

liunu-o': tiT iba demy, y, Sw|i aiih^r i*Arin^ PI5I0, Fk&ui'i-n:-, p, i-ft OR; 

aeddrBlalhf cnWiilqd wji|* glut gf dw- I'uJyriiUB, fli, a. j ; PfaiteHiaUi, ft'r. 

[tlor |m 5 , Rtirneh lhlnfop *i Wis slpfll/r/i, Tjsr/. vi. 5. inS As to 

isniH«riiisJr tnnsfttinS w hi" - ; ly a chs ■wci^.-iip'ui (jusr, or mh;r ram, nf 

nbridH iu F, Litbeehr imputed}. MfEsdw, q< aho IVkidrirus £ku>vrb 

Ac ftnii-clu d;ITi;!L: , .i n |- L ; liijjju, 1. fa, |k, JliM j r 

U-Vy iu btoj ]ii=.|-i*’i : , 'ij Hr, W. H. Cltumi. of AlnsiniJrac li, 

Kuldwr. KOlJi Lts'! i'hi: [;i:i! v. In -tr ji, ^ t J. ISjUur | "JniiJu-i, J.iL 

niHfc *B fon«pirtd ^os ".he iHii ri±u. 
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EiniV. of <if rhe ifune kind Ihllod currency ill WLSEerrt Awl ckMYD 

I* the Middle A*£\ An Arab writer reS^tta lh*t in the yw* 
isS-jj or 306 a A.IJ,, in the reign of the caJiph CnieflTh 
a rumour vrcot abroad through Bagdad, which SSOI> SfH^etl 
all over the province of Ti*£, that same 1 'urka out hunlirsgfn 
the desert had seen ft bUiClt tent, where many (nan and 
women were beating tbefr faces and ultcdng fouci eths, as It 
is the nisraam (0 do in I he frost wlscsn some one is dead. 
And among the erica they distinguished these words, H I'luj 
great King of (he Jinn is dead, wuc no thia country 5 " 1 ft 
consequent of ibb a myaieriuua iLucai was eirculasoj fTcisn 
Armenia to ChasSstan tiia-t every town wibLc.li dLd not lairtent 
CMilb i,r the dead King of (in; JLcm ihould kiLlCriy pcri.-di, Again, if! 

the year (SOj or l a.n. a. fatal disiiasi, which mtadked 
the ihroaf., Tagcei in parts of Mosul and Irnc, and it was 
divulged that a woman of the JILrm Called TJntoi ‘Uncild t>r 
Jr Mother of +tlO Cnipc-oLtister " ban Inst her son, and that nil 
who did not lament forbtm would hill vitti ms to the- epidemic. 
So men BTtd women sought to save themselves from death by 
assembling and beating their faces, while they Cried oitt in a 
lamentable voice, “O moLher of the GrapC'dUstfir, excuse tis ; 
the Grape-cluster is dead f we knew it rtOt ." 1 

I F. LilhrlcM, n/, ]^ 1 iSojtf. S ** Lnwilring lIm- ridutL uEiliicinn ef a 
W. lfcXHWii Sniilh. ftcfigww of t&f p^rl -fir flf dmaC liTf.” On (hr mar- 
.VmjVci.,* ji|i. 412. 414. TJ14 laiisr MliLjr of ihE ijiJi fa [turnL »nd tJ ilm 

W(it(T G&SCrVE* ■with juKLCE Ih"( " 1 IK' - TFiilnrair cml? in p*r| ciifer. wf | 

wi_l!<£ for r t!rtftije, iho .li<»* ”r.iyv {isam:, lit. MptlAogte,* L 263 

dll'.iT, llMfliH Ifl he Ihq 1^ ■niTivr.: hiT jpjl ; ;i.:i|=.rc V- [3. M-iQrMr, 

u- r,| : | ploculcm,* " Jtt Str Ctr-HM-n i^inxhk^;, iqojh p 

dne^d nf (hr irrrf>ihip|wl, ,h Tik nijifo, aSliv Ai W (Is* iisfU^i!/ >jT Lhi trash 
"did: itu- ne£.=c: ol lHe *umI miiit (jvii, sw D^ojiss Jfjsie, i,ttf>av} 

wruiliL h,- R>l 5 ™w 3 hj r ik j pi, ■■ J-1 1 1 jU-Jtfy- if fnitirS [Ll-t^lnh, 

tianlaslj iciElli^VlE L" (hej’ rajp'ricd ]ip tift jy. 

Lilt l-.rirkiii ;.■ OflTcdliCU ■ 1 1 xj;iL'>]lEbrC 




CHAPTER |I 

TEE KILEEISG OF THE D1VIKF, KING 
4 |. Pnjcrftict far a Vi&ttnf Liiaiti 

!p Ihe hLgli gods, who dwciL remote from the fret ajurt fetor s Lueui 
of this earthly lile, are yet believed to die at tut, it is noL 
expected that a god who lodges in a fmLL tabernacle of flesh 
sbmsEd escape the same iitt though we hear 1 of Aftfca-n ' 

hangs who have imagined. themselves immortal by- virtue ofildMd 
their sarccrEt!. 1 Now primitive peoples, as tvo lia^u seen," r " an ' 
Aomebmcs believe that Lheir safety and uvcti ihui. of ilw; 
worid is bound up wi th tike life of one of Llieic god men ur 

Luma:. ::iijan i j L .u’13 o! L I ilz ihviiEEfy. Niilui.jliv, l^tucfoiv, liny 
toko tli-L ubucj-at rjLirn .'I" tds hfc, ■:■□■. -.if a regard far their wn 
Ulit iiO aOSWiril jf caru nr.d precaution will | :■ r : nt the rr.im-gric: 

It r>j S b growing old esicL fus ala and it last dying, f-lis wnrsjiip- 
pent hive i* jay lheir .leeount with this saH necessity and to 
meal Et iA bett +h*y cart, The danger is a formidable one f 
for El the COdrs# of stilhr* is depradent on the man-god's 
life, what catiLStTOpli.es ffi4y not be expected from the gradual 
cr.fcebkstitol' t>r hsi powers and their final extinclEcm in 
death, h TSwra- is only one way of averting these dangers,. 

Tine man-god must bo killed as soon as he ihewg symptoms 
that hia pOVvecA are beginning to fail, aod his soq] jeiumI bd 
transferred lo a. vt^otous successor before Et has bc^n secEouHy 
impaired by tbe threatened decay, Tike adv^tibgts (>f thus 

1 "Dei fjirrJ» lkkS A* Valdes Six *t* JVdSihditA 4 ££ 

VUJcmEln.ni* iLtt HnnOi, Cb-era, <n Wttmp jtfrit* (LflnJ'nt, TSfra^ 5i r 
IdifaWi, Lund hi irnJ tndeii-wuSbd. i|p 

Afrilta , 11 ZtMiiriti fur ah'xr\i;\tu 1 -Hr^ TtlwS un.i {& c Fttih af /■+<■ 
HEruan-.iaki, vj, 4 1 * 56,1 p. a£i i f . T. *hfj; ,.p 6 r j if. 
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1C THE KILLING OF THE DiViNE rtYJVtf cur. 

putting • lu: muil-gm]! tn dfrath iri JI l::llL fjf allowing him t£J lie 
of oW age and disease wra, to the savage,. obvious- enough. 
For Sf the raan-god dies what we cell a natural death, it 
means, afrr&nttng St> the savage, that Elis send haa either 
voluntarily departed from his body and refuses to return, 
or more commonly that Et has heen extracted, or at SeasS 
detained in iu wanderings, bjr a demon or sorcerer, 1 In 
any or these eases the soul of Lhe man-god is loat to his 
iwftr.skuppune ; and with it their prosperity is gone and their 
very existence endangered. Even if they coukl aiiange to 
catch the :vuu.l of [lie dying god as it left his Ups or his 
cius-ciJi and .,a transfer it M s successor., this would not 
■eflec-t their purpose ; fur, : lying of dise-a so. his soul would 
ncCcssnrily Leave his body En the; liit Stage -of weakness SJnct 
exhausti-cm, and so enfeebled it would frjnEinue to drag out 
a languid inert c-jt i stance lrt any ivsdy tft wbicll it might be 
(rariKferrnd. Whereas hy slaying him Ms WurstlijipOrS OOllid, 
in Jlip first place, malic latr-* rtf Catching h:n .-iljuL as it Citapcd 
and transferring it lo a iuEraW: iuCffisH&r ; itrtd^ in the second 
place, by putting him to death befi^re his natural force was 
abated, (hoy would secure (hat the world should not tail 
into decay with the decay -of Lbe man -god- Every purpose, 

therefore, was answered, S-nd ill dangers, averted by thus 
killing the man-god and transferring hla soul, while yet at 
its prime, to a vigorous sSKc^SSn-r. 

Prifeut. ionre Of the reasons for preferring a violenL death to the 
slow death of old age or disease are obviously as applicable 
®*it = 'tw to common men as to the man-god- Tims the Manpaians 
^;~>h think lh»t “ the- spirits of those- who die a. natural death arc 
excessively feeble and weak, as their bodies were at dissolu- 
tion f whereas the jpirits of those who aye slain in kittle arc 
strong ond vigorous, their bodies not having been reduced by 
disease, 1,1 The Barongo believe that En the world beyond 
the grave the spirits of their dead ancestors appear with the 
exact form and lines men La which their bodie- exhibited it the 
moment of death ; the spirits arc y-osing or old according 
as tlicit bodies i*hc young or old when they died ; there 

* tire j-"L;<lv dud t&i Fertii tj tat tat .Vjj , tk /‘ftljic iLcucon, L-BjO-J, p. 

StuS, -tS ff. if-j. 

* Wr V, 1 . Gill, ifjftis artl Sr.vfi ef 




